Application Form and Required Documents

1. Application Form
 Applicant should apply through the International Office of their university. Applicants must complete the application form (Excel file) attached with designated format. Entries must be completed on a typed form. Handwritten entries will not be accepted. All following supplementary documents must be scanned and sent by e-mail with the application form.

2. Details of research and study, and Reason for Application
 An applicant for Special Research Student should describe the purpose and outline of your research theme at the university (graduate school) where you are currently enrolled, explain your plans during your stay at Kobe University so that the relevance of your research/study at Kobe University can be understood, and motivation and reasons for applying in Word files.
 An applicant for Special Auditing Student should describe your plans during your stay at Kobe University, based on an outline of your major field of study at the university (graduate school) in which you are currently enrolled and its relevance to your studies at Kobe University. If you wish to conduct research, please ask in advance if the professor who you hope to be supervised is acceptable, as you must also enter your research plans and schedules.

3. Curriculum Vitae
Free format

4. Official Academic Transcript
 The transcript must include the names of subjects, school year, scores, and the number of credits applicant has earned. If it shows all the scores and credits since his/her enrollment, please indicate the ones in last full academic year (if it's not possible, last semester) out of them. The transcript must be written in English. If it's in other language, attach translation in English or Japanese.

5. Certificate of Enrollment
 The Certificate of Enrollment must be written in English. If it's in other language, attach translation in English or Japanese.

6. Copy of Passport
ID page (the page with your photo)

7. Language requirements
All undergraduate courses : certificate of Japanese (N2 level in JLPT) Language proficiency
All graduate courses : certificate of Japanese (N2 level in JLPT) or English (CEFR B2 level) Language proficiency

8. Portfolio
[Department of Architecture]
Students who want to take Architectural Design courses need to submit their portfolio.
• A digital portfolio (max. 5MB) of 6 x A4 Landscape pages in a single PDF document
• Include your name, affiliation, grade, etc. on the first page
• Include five pages of scans and/or photographs (compressed jpegs for web viewing) of original
 design work relevant to the course
• Include a one-page written submission (150-200 words) that discusses the aims and relative
 success of at least one of the submitted piece of work
• The language of the work description must be English or Japanese

9.  Medical Support Consultation Form
Only for students who are taking medication and need support to find medical doctors for
   continuous treatment in Japan.


Contact
	Student Affairs Section
	Graduate School of Engineering, Graduate School
 of System informatics, Kobe University
	1-1 Rokkodai, Nada, Kobe 657-8501, JAPAN
	Phone: +81-78-803-6350
	FAX: +81-78-803-6364
  E-mail: eng-kyomugakusei@office.kobe-u.ac.jp





















Supplementary Information Table (2026-2027)
· Organizations
	
	Faculty and Graduate school of Engineering
	Faculty and Graduate school of System Informatics

	Dean
	Prof. FUJII Minoru
	Prof. USUI Hideyuki

	Website
	http://www.eng.kobe-u.ac.jp/
	http://www.csi.kobe-u.ac.jp/

	Programs Offered
	Bachelor’s/Master’s/Doctoral Program

	Departments
	Architecture  
http://www.arch.kobe-u.ac.jp/
Civil Engineering 
http://www.shimin.eng.kobe-u.ac.jp/
Electrical and Electronic Engineering http://www.eedept.kobe-u.ac.jp/
Mechanical Engineering
http://www.mech.kobe-u.ac.jp/
Chemical Science and Engineering
http://www.cx.kobe-u.ac.jp/
Computer Science and Systems Engineering
http://www.csi.kobe-u.ac.jp/
	System Informatics

[bookmark: _GoBack](The Faculty of System Informatics was inaugurated in April 2025. However, the undergraduate course for 2026-2027 year will not open for Exchange students. Exchange students of undergraduate level entering in 2026-2027 will be accepted to the Department of Computer Science and Systems Engineering, Faculty of Engineering.)



· Academic calendar
	Spring Semester (1st Semester)
	From April 1 to September 30 (Classes start in early April)

	Fall Semester (2nd Semester)
	From October 1 to March 31 (Classes start on October 1)

	Summer Vacation
	From early August to September 30

	Winter Vacation
	From late December to early January

	Spring Vacation
	From late March to early April



· Application Schedule
	Event
	Spring Semester (April - September) Enrollment
	Fall Semester (October - March) Enrollment

	Application deadline
	October 31
	April 30

	Announcement of application results
	Mid-December
	Mid-June

	Receipt of “Letter of Acceptance” and “Certificate of Eligibility” by email
	Late February
	Late August

	Arrival in Japan by
	Early April
	Early October

	Dormitory check-in, Orientation and Courses (classes) start
	Early April
	Early October


· Courses and subjects
· Syllabi for the period of your study at Kobe University are not ready when you apply.   
· For academic information such as courses, syllabi, class schedules, etc., please refer to "Syllabus (for external use)" in the following website for the syllabi currently available.
https://www.kobe-u.ac.jp/en/study_in_kobe/admission/exchange_program/courses_programs.html
· We strongly recommend that exchange students take minimum 50% of classes from their host department.
· There are some courses only for degree seeking students. Based on applicant's academic background or course's capacity, the course may be restricted for exchange students in some cases.
· Exchange students are not allowed to earn credits from any research courses.

· Japanese Language Courses
The Global Education Center (GEC) offers Japanese language courses for free for exchange students. Students who wish to take these courses are required to take online level check test prior to the semester.
· Non-credit bearing Courses
	The Integrated Japanese Course is open to all exchange students. An Intensive Japanese Course has been developed for MEXT (government) Scholarship students. Exchange students can enroll on this course on an availability basis only.
· Credit bearing Course
	The Japanese Language and Japanese Studies Course (advanced level) is for undergraduate 
students only."
http://www.kisc.kobe-u.ac.jp/english/leaning_japanese/
 Only the exchange students under the university level (not faculty/graduate school level) agreement may choose to belong to GEC.

· Visa Application
Kobe University will send the necessary information to the exchange students when the applications are accepted.

· Campus life / Daily life
Please refer to the following website:
	https://www.kobe-u.ac.jp/en/campus-life/
	https://www.kobe-u.ac.jp/en/campus-life/student-life/life/
· Students with special needs should contact the student affairs section to discuss arrangements for their stay in Japan and at Kobe University.

· Accommodations
Kobe University will reserve a single room for exchange students in one of the dormitories. 
http://www.kobe-u.ac.jp/en/campuslife/housing/index.html

· Insurance (Mandatory) 
The following insurances are Mandatory for all international students. Details are in following URL;
https://www.kobe-u.ac.jp/en/campuslife/life/index.html#c
· STEP 1: National Health Insurance
 The National Health Insurance System in Japan is to reduce individuals’ medical costs. International students who reside in Japan must become a member of the National Health Insurance scheme.
 https://www.city.kobe.lg.jp/a52670/kurashi/support/insurance/foreigner.html
· STEP 2: Basic Compensation
 As a basic compensation, Personal Accident Insurance for Students Pursuing Education and Research (PAS) is a nation-wide mutual aid system for students to provide insurance for physical injuries caused by accidents during regular courses, official programs, and extracurricular activities on and off campus. All students are required to join the Personal Accident Insurance for Students Pursuing Education and Research Plan for which an application form must be submitted at time of matriculation.
· STEP 3: Additional Insurance
As an additional insurance, Comprehensive Insurance for Student Lives Coupled with PAS covers all accidents that can happen during your daily life as a student, including injuries, illness, accidents for which you may be liable, 365 days of the year, 24 hours a day. Our students need to purchase this insurance when joining Personal Accident Insurance for Students Pursuing Education and Research to expand insurance coverage.
· STEP 4: Medical Assistance
As a medical assistance, Inbound Medical Assistance Service (IMAS) is offered. This 24 hour multilingual medical assistance includes two types: Standard and Emergency, both of which are provided when you are in Japan.
